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Wootton Wawen Village Appraisal 2001


WOOTTON WAWEN VILLAGE APPRAISAL 2001
This ‘Appraisal’ was based on a format developed by the (now disbanded) Countryside Agency under the “Vital Villages” programme. A twenty page questionnaire was distributed to all residents and their responses analysed to form the basis of the final Appraisal document. The Parish Council recognize that this document is now somewhat out-of-date and intend to carry out a further survey of residents views on matters of local importance via a ‘Parish Plan’ in the spring of 2007. However, the major statistics and their analysis from the ‘2001 Appraisal’ are still largely relevant and they are reproduced here for general interest.
LIVING IN WOOTTON WAWEN

1. Who we are

Of the residents in Wootton Wawen, 53% are female and 47% are male. 0f these, just 1I% are under 25 while 56% (an unusually large proportion) are over 60.  The majority of us (92%) live in ‘owner-occupied’ homes while a small percentage (5%) live in private rented accommodation.
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Comparing Wootton Wawen to the National average highlights the difference in the age groupings:


Age Group

Wootton Wawen

National Average


Under 16


7%



20%


16-65



53%



61%


Over 65


40%



19%

2. The dwellings we live in                 

Here again, Wootton Wawen is unusual for 48% of' us live in Mobile or ‘'Park’ homes. 41% reside in houses (detached, semi-detached or terraced), including farm dwellings and bungalows.  A few live in other types of accommodation: flats, sheltered housing or the occasional houseboat.
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3. When our dwellings were built

As might be expected in a community as old as Wootton Wawen, nearly 15% of our dwellings were built before 1900 - in some cases, centuries before!  However, over half our dwellings (55%) were built between 1950 and 1990.
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4. How long we have lived here and why

Over half the present population (56%) have lived in Wootton Wawen for 15 years or less. 19% have lived here for more than 25 years and 4% over 50 years, in some cases ‘all their lives’.
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Over and above those who live in Wootton Wawen because of their work (e.g. the farming community), 

          39% chose to live here because ‘it is an attractive area’

          35% stressed that this attraction referred to the rural environment

          27% felt that the ‘community element’ was strong.

Others felt that it was a ‘safe place to live’, with a low crime rate, or that it was a village base with good communications (road, and rail) if they needed to travel. With half the village population being retired, 34% of these said that they had chosen Wootton Wawen specifically as the place to which they wished to retire.                                             

5. Those who have left

4% of residents left Wootton Wawen in the period 1999-2000.  The main reasons why these (and others who had moved earlier) left were to set up a new household elsewhere, perhaps as a result of an employment move, or to live independently.  However, other reasons cited were: lack of suitable stock to buy; property prices too high; lack of sheltered accommodation. Of these a significant number said they would like to return if circumstances changed to suit their needs.

6. What we do 

Of the 36% in employment, 22% were employees, 13% self-employed and 1% on a Government training scheme.
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Of those in employment, 38 % work within 5 miles of Wootton Wawen while another 38% travel 25 miles or more to work. Only 7% use public transport to get to work, the majority (67%) travelling by car.

Housing / Development

The re-classification of Wootton Wawen from Category 4 (no new building) to Category 2 (permitted small-scale development) in 2000 meant that housing attracted much comment in the Questionnaire. 51 % felt that we did not want or need any new building at all. However, a further 27% saw that some new housing was inevitable and desirable. Inevitable because there has been virtually no new building in Wootton Wawen for over a decade (apart from extensions or modifications to existing buildings).  Desirable because of a recognised need for affordable homes for young people (46% of those supporting new building stressed this as a priority). It was felt this could best be undertaken in collaboration with a housing association and/or local builders. 

There was virtually no support for large-scale private development, especially of expensive ‘executive-type’ houses with many, in the written comments, voting strongly against such development.

         Issues:      Resistance to any large-scale private development. 

                          Provision of affordable housing for young people to help future employment prospects and increase the percentage living/working locally. 
                          Tight controls to be applied to all development.

Employment / Businesses

As has been seen above, 38% of Wootton Wawen resident ‘employees’ work within 5 miles of their home and 38% over 25 miles away.  A closer look at the nature of local employment shows that: 


27% are engaged in agriculture/horticulture;


18% in retail services; 


18% in catering, food and tourism;


15% in professional work;


6.5% in construction and manufacturing.

This leads to the question as to whether there is a need or desire for more employment opportunities in Wootton Wawen. There are some positive indications that provision for more local employment would be welcome, but only in areas such as ‘Tourism’, ‘Small Craft businesses’, ‘Rural Pursuits’, etc.           

A separate Business Survey indicated that 40% of businesses have operated in Wootton Wawen for less than 5 years and a further 27% for less than 10 years. When asked the reason for deciding to locate here;


40% said that it was “a convenient location” 


27% said “suitable premises were available”


27% stated that they had actually “identified a local need”. 

This suggests that Wootton is an attractive business base so the challenge for the future must be how to further expand employment opportunities without affecting the rural character of the village. Transport and its impact on the environment is a good example - there are over 300 people currently working in Wootton but only approximately 13% of these actually live in the community. 

None of the employees travelling into Wootton to work uses public transport. Similarly, only 7% of residents working outside Wootton use public transport! “Better public transport” and “Road improvements” were identified by businesses in the Survey as factors that would help them grow/prosper.  

        Issues:    Perceived need for more (small-scale) employment opportunities, without changing the character of the village or negatively impacting on the environment.                                  

Transport and Travel  

Despite relatively good public road and rail transport services, compared with many rural communities, Wootton Wawen residents are most heavily reliant on private transport. 67% own a car or van, which is their main means of transport.  However, 15% either do not own or do not use private means of transport and 19% use the bus or train on a daily or weekly basis, with 'shopping' quoted as the chief reason for travel.

The two main criticisms of both buses and trains are poor reliability and inconvenient timetabling.  During the time the Questionnaire was being circulated, the bus service between Birmingham and Stratford was reduced from hourly to two-hourly. 

National disruption of rail services has affected our local North Warwickshire line and unannounced cancellations have been a cause for complaint.  A number of regular public transport users have stated that neither the bus nor the rail service operates late services for those returning from evenings out.

It has also been pointed out that public transport services run north and south, not east and west, so that there is great difficulty getting to such places as Warwick Hospital or to shop in Leamington or Redditch.  Written comments have included requests for a community bus service, perhaps of the 'dial and ride' variety, which could link local villages with each other and with neighbouring towns

Attention has been drawn to the poor state of cleanliness of trains and vandalism at Wootton Wawen Station. Local taxi services were felt to be adequate and were used by 35% of residents from time to time but the cost was felt to be prohibitive by many (although some taxi firms do accept travel tokens).

       Issues:     One-fifth of the community regularly uses public road and rail transport but finds both unreliable and inappropriately timetabled.  
                        There may be a case for a community transport scheme, especially east and west.

Roads, Pavements and Cycle Paths

This was, without doubt, the issue, which aroused the greatest response and demonstrated the strongest feelings.  Wootton Wawen is bisected by two main roads: the A3400 running north and south, with a short stretch of dual carriageway; the B4089 to Alcester, junctioning with the dual carriageway and containing a stretch running past the village school. Two further roads, Mayswood Road and Pettiford Lane, are regarded as 'rat runs'.  At the time of the survey, the A3400 had a 40 mph limit through the village(changed to 30 mph in 2004) but the B4089 was unrestricted (also changed to a mixture of 30 and 40 mph limits in 2004).  ‘Speed’ and ‘intimidation’ were the most frequently used words.
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Roads and Car Parking

84% felt that there were danger spots on Wootton Wawen's roads. Written responses showed that the worst of these were (in order of number of comments): (a) A3400 at the crossing from the church and Wootton Hall drives to the Village Stores; (b) A3400 passing the Village Stores (both directions); (c) A3400 dual carriageway (both directions); (d) A3400 for the whole distance between Henley playing fields and Bearley Cross. Others cited: the A3400 and Mayswood Road junction; Mayswood Road itself (a ‘rat run’); the A3400 and B4089 junction; the A4089/Wawensmere junction at the bottom of Wootton Rise.

The main issue raised, however, was that of school parking during arrival and departure times.  Vehicles parked on the B4089 during these times were deemed to be dangerous both for their occupants and other road users. Many respondents suggested enforced use of off-road parking (in the Bull's Head and Village Hall car parks) plus control systems such as double yellow lines.

[N.B. Following representations by the Parish Council to WCC, the speed limit, another issue on the B4089, has been addressed and a 30 mph limit past the school is now in place by the time this document is published. After further discussions with WCC, the school and the landowners concerned the PC has agreed a special crossing point from the Bull's Head to the school footway.]

Strict enforcement of speed limits through Wootton Wawen and a regulated pedestrian crossing near the Village Stores are also strong recommendations. Raising awareness of the community profile by distinctive signs or ‘village gates’ at boundaries of Wootton Wawen also received support.

      Issues:  Speed of vehicles and intimidation of pedestrians, mainly on the A3400 but also on Mayswood Road and the B4089. 
                   School Parking and risks to children / passing cars.

Pavements and Street Lighting

64% felt that facilities for pedestrians were ‘fair’ to ‘good’. 40% thought pavements were generally in good condition although 20% felt their condition was 'poor' in places and in need of urgent maintenance.  Of those who responded to street lighting, 27% thought it adequate but 33% described it as poor.  Although general support for lighting improvement was noted, only a few specific ‘black spots’ were identified. There were warnings, also, against ‘suburbanising’ the village with too much or inappropriately designed lighting.

     Issues:  Need for detailed surveys to clarify the state of pavements and the adequacy of street lighting.

Cycle Paths

A small but significant number of respondents requested cycle paths and identified their location, the chief one being between Wootton Wawen and Henley.  At the ‘Drop-in’ sessions there was a clear indication that local cyclists would use this.

SHOPPING

Wootton Wawen has quite a large number of shops, retail and service outlets for a village of its size. 77% think that shopping facilities are ‘fair to good’ and use them on an occasional basis, though not for a major ‘weekly shop’'. 53% said they would use them more frequently if goods were less expensive.  There was a call, too (39%), for more fresh, local and/or organic produce.

The delivery services operated by the Village Stores and Wootton Hall Shop were appreciated and highly praised. There was strong support for the Post Office and the range of services offered. 
   Issue:
Safeguarding the future of local shops.

SCHOOLS

Wootton Wawen Primary School was felt to be a strong asset, not only for the education of local primary-aged children but as an overall contributor to the community and a symbol of the future. Views were expressed that too many villages have lost their schools and all must play a part in ensuring our school is safeguarded. The Pre-School was felt, in scale, to make a similar contribution.

The Pre-School was felt, in scale, to make a similar contribution.

CHURCHES 

It was felt that St. Peter's Anglican and St. Benedict's Catholic churches made a positive contribution to the community.  The ecumenical attitude in the village was particularly praised. Individual responses mainly referred to St. Peter's, which 73% saw as an important historical building. 61% saw it as a focal point with a continuing role to play for worship, baptisms, weddings and funerals. 65% felt that religious groups made a contribution to community life. Individual comments were relatively isolated but requests were made for church ministers to be more accessible, including house visits, and for the churches generally to be more ‘outward looking’.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC SERVICES

Parish Council – 56% of residents admitted they had never attended a Parish Council meeting.  However, 81 % of those who had attended thought that the issues discussed reflected local concerns.  Individual comments suggested that some residents did not know who their parish councillors were.  There is a stronger feeling that the PC should be given more powers to deal with local matters without referral to district or county levels.

District and County Councils - While responses showed that only 9% felt that the PC was unaware of local concerns this rose to 19% for the District Council and 24% for the County Council.  The general feeling expressed was that the higher you went the less chance you had of your voice being heard.  Villagers drew attention here to the recent re-categorisation of Wootton Wawen, when the District Council appeared to base its judgement on a tiny number of objections to Category 4 status and to ignore a considerable figure in favour of its retention.

       Issue:    General support for PC but some doubt over awareness and understanding of District

                     and County Councils

Public Services - There was strong feeling that present policing was inadequate and that a stronger community police presence should be planned and implemented.  A significant number (83 %) supported the reintroduction of a Neighbourbood Watch Scheme.  Other public and utility services  (e.g. refuse collection) were felt to meet community needs.  This was equally true of the emergency services. 0f those who responded to the question, 75% would support the introduction of mains gas to the village.

Medical services were generally felt to be satisfactory, with many using the health centre in Henley.  Lack of a NHS dentist locally has caused some concern and difficulties have been recorded getting to a pharmacist for prescriptions and travelling to local hospitals for appointments.  Family help and the good will of neighbours are often relied upon here.

       Issues:    Policing and Neighbourhood Watch should be reviewed. The case for mains gas needs to be investigated.

THE ENVIRONMENT AND COUNTRYSIDE
The preservation of the rural environment is seen as of paramount importance.  As has been illustrated elsewhere, many residents came to Wootton Wawen in order to live in (and, in many cases, retire to) a tranquil, country location.  It was appreciated, however (and the Questionnaire was completed before the Foot and Mouth outbreak) that the countryside is a living, economic entity as well as a place of repose. Many took advantage of the public footpaths over farmland and felt that these must be maintained, not only for locals but also for the pleasure of visitors to the countryside.

Preservation of the green belt was seen as a prime contributor to the protection of the rural landscape and, within the confines of the village, strict adherence to the controls of' Category 2 status with a strong lobby for a return to Category 4.

Written comments made the following recommendations for the preservation of the environment (in order of number received): (a) measures to be taken to prevent ‘travellers’ camping on village land (some of which are now in place); (b) establish and maintain adequate flood prevention measures; (c) plant more trees (preferably under a coordinated planting scheme); (d) maintain and safeguard hedges; (e) regularly maintain ditches; (f) safeguard flora and fauna generally; (g) take steps to curb litter.

The question of litter was raised in other categories, the main feeling being that this was chiefly caused by waste discarded by passing motorists.  However, there was a call for more or larger litterbins at such locations as bus stops or outside the Village Stores.

Dog fouling was felt to be an attendant problem though most thought an appeal to the responsibility of dog owners was preferable to the implementation of (costly?) disposal bins.

       Issue:    Overall protection of the rural environment, with thought being given to individual recommendations for achieving this.

CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND AND VILLAGE PARK

The Questionnaire asked for opinions on the need for and location of a Children’s Playground.  The immediate response to this was strong support for a playground with the most favoured location being the village school.  However, this became subsumed into the larger issue of the environment and the growing support (expressed in other categories) for a village park as a central focus for the community.  As well as providing a recreational area for both children and adults, such a park would help to unite a community geographically split by the ever-present A3400.

Written comments and discussion at the 'Drop-in’ sessions reinforced the general feeling that a central open space would be welcomed provided that it: (a) made provision for adults to walk, meet - and sit - in an harmonious environment; (b) provide facilities for children where they could play safely and be adequately supervised; (c) be planned to preserve an informal, natural aspect, not on the lines of an urban/suburban park.  The land most appropriate to such a scheme would be the field in front of St. Peter's (subject to the appropriate negotiations and agreements).

Issue:    Creating a ‘Park’ for use by the local community, without affecting without affecting the openness of the landscape.

[N.B. The Wagen Trust has now negotiated a long lease for this field and has been working with Warwickshire County Council to produce ideas for its future use. Additionally, the playground facilities at the school have been extended/improved and are available for use by the wider community out of school hours]
SPORTS AND SOCIAL FACILITIES

Although it is many years since Wootton Wawen had a sports field for such activities as football or cricket, there is generally little call for its restoration.  This is probably due to the age-distribution of the present population. There was a limited request for facilities for team games but the conclusion, which becomes apparent is that the community would be better served by an information service publicising where such provision already exists locally.  This applies also, at present, to Cubs, Guides and Scouts

Publicity would seem to be the key generally, as other requests were received for such activities as rambling, snooker, darts or bowls which already exist.  A few respondents asked for keep-fit, martial arts, badminton or volleyball - which could be provided by volunteers willing to undertake such activities.

Other recreational activities requested included a literature group, art club and ICT provision. (N.B. This last point is under negotiation with the village school, which has a range of ICT facilities - with other possible locations being considered for such times when the school is not available.) As a result of comments received it is clear that two age groups (the young and the elderly) should be borne in mind in any future planning.  The village hall or the school have been suggested as possible venues for Stratford College's open studies programme.

       Issue:    While local, small-scale recreation can be accommodated, larger sports and team

                     games (and specific recreational activities) are catered for in the near locality.  These 

                     could/should be publicised more widely.

TO SUMMARISE….

Residents in 2001 were generally highly satisfied with life in Wootton Wawen and the overwhelming response was ‘Don’t change it’.  Acknowledging that change must come, the feeling wass that it should be evolutionary, designed and controlled to meet new needs.

Although most felt they lived in a caring, supportive community, there was a feeling that further steps could be taken to increase these attributes by practical measures such as neighbourly visiting, voluntary driving, or car pooling schemes, and support for such enterprises as the present ‘Heart Start’ service or a future Neighbourhood Watch.  More opportunities for people to meet would also be welcomed. In this context, there was overwhelming support for the idea of a park, which would also provide a better link between the community and its environment. 

Other points made in the general environment area included: the development of tourism in keeping with the character of the neighbourhood; the need for stricter control on building developments (which should be of a scale and purpose appropriate to local needs); and an overall ‘stewarding’ of the rural way of life.











































